
 
 Id

en
ti

fi
ca

ti
o

n
 

Number of records identified through 
database screening 

 (n=5,145) 

 Number of additional records identified 
through other sources 

(n=60) 
 

 
 
 

  

  

No of records after duplicates removed 
(n=578) 

 

 Sc
re

en
in

g 

 
 

  

Number of records screened 
(n=578) 

 Number of records excluded  
(n=428) 

 

 El
ig

ib
ili

ty
 

 
 

  

Number of full text level articles 
assessed for eligibility 

(n=150) 

 Number of full text articles excluded, 
with reasons 

(n=108) 
 

 In
cl

u
d

e
d

 

 
 

  

No of studies included in synthesis 
(n=42) 

 

 

Figure 1:  Review flowchart 

 


